
VILLAGE COUNCIL - APPROVED MEETING MINUTES VILLAGE OF LYONS 

May 27, 2026 212 Water Street 
 P.O.  Box 175 
 Lyons, MI  48851 
The meeting was called to order by President Joe Farrington at 6:02pm. 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

Roll Call: 
 Joe Farrington-P,   Jennifer Spearling-P,   Jon Houserman-P,   Erin Randall-P,  
 Bernard Russell-P,  Dan Scutt-P,  Chris Spearling-A 
 

Formation of the roll was taken, and a quorum declared.   
 

Staff Attending:  Emily Priest-P, Lyndon Randall-P, Jennifer Sims-P 
 
Guest:  John Holland/Michigan Rural Water Association (MRWA) 
 

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Houserman requested an addition to the Agenda, under Finance Committee, for a 
MGFOA webinar. President Pro Tem Spearling also requested an addition to the Agenda, under New Business, for 
Tree Quotes; and then motioned to approve the Agenda with the two additions, supported by Trustee Russell. 
Motion to approve the Agenda, as amended, carried by voice vote. 
 

President’s Report: President Farrington thanked everyone in attendance, and noted that there would be both a 
regular opportunity for Public Comments, as well as added time for public input during the scheduled Public Hearing 
on Water/Sewer Rates.  
 

Public Comments: A resident provided comments regarding an Ordinance property Right-of-Way concern. 
 
Public Hearing for Update of Water/Sewer Rates – Resolution 2026-03:  President Farrington opened the Public 
Hearing at 6:07 p.m., and requested that Trustee Houserman to conduct the public hearing.  It was noted that the 
Village’s last water/sewer rates study was almost two years old, operating costs had increased since then, plus there 
was a new long-term debt (i.e., principal/interest) pending for critically needed repairs/upgrades to the Muir-Lyons 
shared sanitary sewer ponds system, so an updated water/sewer rates study was recently conducted with technical 
assistance from John Holland/MRWA.  Study calculations were reviewed, with results reflected in the proposed 
Resolution 2026-03, involving a two-part set of rate increases effective 6/13/2026 for operating costs and beginning 
3/13/2027 for the shared sanitary sewer ponds system long-term debt obligations.  John Holland/MRWA noted that 
the proposed new rates were still equivalent to or lower than most other similar-sized Michigan villages.  After 
public questions/comments and discussion, President Farrington closed the Public Hearing at 6:31 p.m.   
 
Following the Public Hearing, Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve the proposed Update of Water/Sewer 
Rates Resolution 2026-03 as presented, supported by President Pro Tem Spearling.  Approved by majority roll-call 
vote (5-Yea, 1 Nay): 
 
Joe Farrington, President – Nay                   Jennifer Spearling, President Pro Tem - Yea 
Jon Houserman, Trustee – Yea                     Erin Randall, Trustee - Yea 
Bernard Russell – Yea                                     Dan Scutt - Yea 
 
Approval of Previous Month’s Meeting Minutes, April 20, 2026: President Pro Tem Spearling made a motion to 
approve the previous month’s meeting minutes, supported by Trustee Houserman.  Motion carried by voice vote, 
as presented. 
 

Approval of Current Month’s Accounts Payable ($75,835.46): Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve the 
current month’s accounts payable of $75,835.46, supported by Trustee Randall.  Motion carried by voice vote, as 
presented. 
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Approval of Treasurer’s Report: Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve the Revenue and Expenditure 
Report and Balance Sheet through April 30, 2026, supported by Trustee Russell. Motion carried by voice vote, as 
presented. 
 

DPW Report: DPW Superintendent Randall reported catching up on mowing and cleaning up storm damage, as well 
as completing hot-patching, working on MISS DIGS requests for upcoming utility projects within the Village, and 
2026 street projects work. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Streets, Water/Sewer & Fire Committee  
President Pro Tem/Committee Member Spearling noted that actual Ionia County Road Department (ICRD) contracts 
for 2026 street work, due to lower than anticipated ICRD contractor pricing for the original five approved projects, 
allowed the Village to do one additional  priority street project – Atwater from Elizabeth to Higbee, with the total 
cost for all six street projects only projected to cost $152,600 vs. the original $150,000 approved in April.  President 
Pro Tem Spearling made a motion to approve the additional $2,600 to cover all six street projects, supported by 
Trustee Houserman.  Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 
Finance & Grants Committee 
Trustee/Committee Member Houserman noted that a request had been received from the Village’s new Clerk, 
asking for approval to attend a June 18 MGFOA Governmental Fiscal Year-End Closing/Statements Webinar for a 
$150 registration fee.  With this training very appropriate for the Clerk’s responsibilities, Trustee Houserman made 
a motion for approval, supported by President Pro Tem Spearling.  Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 
Trustee/Committee Member Houserman also provided an update regarding the CPA firm’s completion of most 
review and field work for the Village’s FY 25-26 audit report. 
 

Ordinance Committee  
Trustee/Committee Chairperson Scutt shared a request that had been received from a resident at 925 E Isham St, 
asking to be able to maintain the placement of a temporary-style fence on the owner’s property, despite a portion 
of the overall fenced in area being partially located in the Village Right-of-Way.  It was noted that there are similar 
instances of fences and other things located in Right of Ways on other properties in the Village and, so long as these 
placements do not hinder any infrastructure and are of a temporary nature (i.e., the Village may have the property 
owner temporarily or permanently remove them at any time, if needed), the Village’s Attorney advised that the  
Village has the legal authority to temporarily waive the ordinance restriction and grant the property owner’s 
request.  Trustee Scutt made a motion for approval of the request, to grant the Village’s permission for temporary 
and partial placement of the fence in the Village Right-of-Way, supported by Trustee Houserman.  Approved by 
majority roll-call vote (6 Yea, -0- Nay): 
 
Joe Farrington, President – Yea                        Jennifer Spearling, President Pro Tem - Yea 
Jon Houserman, Trustee – Yea                          Erin Randall, Trustee - Yea 
Bernard Russell – Yea                                          Dan Scutt - Yea 
 
Trustee/Committee Chairperson Scutt also stated that lawn-mowing ordinance violation letters had been sent out 
recently, and that the Committee was making efforts to stay on top of those. 
 
Personnel Committee 
President Pro Tem/Committee Chairperson Spearling stated that the Personnel Committee has found a potential 
candidate to fill the vacant Office Assistant position, with the preferred applicant having sufficient experience in 
business office operations, and made a motion to hire Kathlean Champlin beginning June 1 at $15.50/hour, 
supported by Trustee Russell.  Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
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Parks & Recreation Committee 
Trustee/Committee Chairperson Russell discussed placement of signage for the water trail and kayak launch, 
campsite planning for the upcoming August Billy Strings Concert camping, and a new picnic table 
acquisition/placement at the Tabor Street boat launch area. 
 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
In absence of DDA President Mason, Village President Farrington noted that there had been a May DDA Board 
meeting, during which plans for different initiatives were discussed. 
 
Events Committee 
In the absence of Committee Chairperson Mason, President Farrington mentioned that the Committee’s current 
primary focus is on plans for this year’s upcoming Island Fest Event. Trustee Russell mentioned that they were 
looking for permission to put in a few permanent poles, at no cost for the Village, in order to set up Water Ball 
games for the Island Fest. A few of the township fire fighters had expressed interest in starting this up again and 
are willing to donate their time and materials, upon approval of the Village Council. Trustee Randall motioned to 
approve installation of the permanent poles at no cost to the Village, supported by President Pro Tem Spearling. 
Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 

Council Comments  
Trustee Houserman thanked John Holland/MRWA in providing technical support and helping the Village with the 
recent Water/Sewer Rates Study, and for attending the Public Hearing presentation. 
 

Unfinished Business – None. 
 

Correspondence – None. 
 

New Business: President Pro Tem Spearling stated that quotes had been received from R White Tree Service, 
originally for removal of five dead trees.  However, recent storms brought down one of those trees (which has 
already been cleaned up), leaving four trees as well as their stumps to be dealt with this year, for a total cost of 
$7,350. President Pro Tem Spearling made a motion to approve this expenditure, supported by Trustee Randall. 
Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Russell, supported by Trustee Randall at 6:55pm. 
Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Emily Priest, Village Clerk 


