
APPROVED REGULAR MEETING MINUTES VILLAGE OF LYONS 

NOVEMBER 17, 2025 212 Water Street 
 P.O.  Box 175 
 Lyons, MI  48851 
The meeting was called to order by President Joe Farrington at 6:04pm. 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

Roll Call: 
 Joe Farrington-P,   Jennifer Spearling-P,   Jon Houserman-P,   Erin Randall-AB,  
 Bernard Russell-P,  Dan Scutt-P,  Chris Spearling-P 
 

Formation of the roll was taken, and a quorum declared:   
 

Staff Attending:  Lyndon Randall-P, Laura Schoenmehl-P, Jennifer Sims-P 
 

Approval of Agenda: President Pro Tem Spearling made a motion to approve the Agenda with the addition of Wage 
Supplements under Personnel, supported by Trustee Houserman.  Motion carried by voice vote as presented. 
 

President’s Report: Things going well with downtown development, staff and Council. 
 

Public Comments: No comments. 
 

Approval of Previous Month’s Regular Meeting Minutes October 20, 2025: Trustee Houserman made a motion 
to approve the minutes, supported by Trustee C. Spearling.  Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 

Approval of Current Month’s Accounts Payable ($102,644.04) 
Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve $102,644.04, supported by President Pro Tem Spearling. Motion 
carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report  
Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve the Revenue and Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet through 
October 31, 2025, supported by Trustee Scutt. Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 

DPW Report: DPW Supervisor C. Spearling said DPW getting trucks ready for winter season and snow removal. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Streets/Water/Sewer  

• Nothing to report. 
 

Finance & Grants Committee 

• State Budget FY 2026 approved road funding. There was a 20 cent gas tax increase approved that will go 
into effect January 1, 2026. The Village should have 53,100 extra annual revenue from the Act 51 Motor 
Vehicle Tax money to finish street projects that began this year. The new revenue should become available 
for use starting monthly in February 2026 (toward the end of fiscal year). 

 

Ordinance Committee 

• Nothing to report. 
 

Personnel Committee: 

• President Pro Tem Spearling requested expansion of the Village safety/weather gear allowance for DPW 
staff to extend to our permanent part time DPW worker as well for his safety during winter months. She 
proposed that we cover our permanent part time employee under the safety/weather gear policy, 
supported by Trustee Houserman. Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 

• President Pro Tem Spearling made a motion for a one-time wage supplement of $200 for every paid staff 
member, for a total of $1,200 to be dispersed the first pay period in December, supported by Trustee 
Houserman. Motion carried by voice vote, as presented.    
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Parks & Recreation Committee 

• Chairman Russell received a design template for the water trail signage that is to be placed facing the 
water at the Tabor Street Boat Launch to help guide boaters with distance markers on the trail. The sign 
will be discussed further at the Zoom meeting in February. Anna Kornoelje of LGROW is still referencing 
an available grant for the Island kayak boat launch if we can determine safe functionality going forward. 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 

• President Farrington referenced the upcoming DDA Meeting on Monday, November 24th at 6:30pm at the 
Village Office.  
 

Events Committee:  

• Chairperson Sherrie Mason is planning Christmas by the River for Friday, December 12, to be held at the 
Fire Station in Lyons this year. The Christmas Parade will begin at 6:00pm and the parade route is due to 
be available by the end of November. Sherrie had asked where funding for Christmas ornaments are 
coming from, Events or DDA? It will be discussed at the upcoming DDA meeting. 

 

Council Comments:  
Trustee Houserman handed out a flyer for the upcoming Christmas Bazaar held at the Museum on December 5th 
from 9:00am to 4:30 pm. 
 

Unfinished Business: None. 
 

Correspondence:  

• Trustee Houserman shared the Historical Society Newsletter. They have an article written by Jon 
Houserman, prepared by Mattie Cook-Hildebrandt. Superintendent Randall mentioned Trunk or Treat in 
Muir again this year that the Fire Department will participate in, with more participation than in past years. 

 

New Business:  

• Jon Houserman mentioned that Joe Farrington’s Lyons Township District Library Board 4-year term expires 
next month in December. Trustee Houserman moved to appoint Joe Farrington for a second 4-year term, 
supported by Trustee Russell. Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
President Farrington abstained. 

 
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Russell, supported by President Pro Tem Spearling at 
6:20pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Laura Schoenmehl, Village Clerk 


