
APPROVED REGULAR MEETING MINUTES VILLAGE OF LYONS 

OCTOBER 20, 2025 212 Water Street 
 P.O.  Box 175 
 Lyons, MI  48851 
The meeting was called to order by President Joe Farrington at 6:01pm. 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

Roll Call: 
 Joe Farrington-P,   Jennifer Spearling-AB,   Jon Houserman-P,   Erin Randall-P,  
 Bernard Russell-P,  Dan Scutt-P,  Chris Spearling-P 
 

Formation of the roll was taken, and a quorum declared:   
 

Staff Attending:  Lyndon Randall-P, Laura Schoenmehl-P, Jennifer Sims-P 
 

Approval of Agenda: Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve the Agenda, supported by Trustee Randall.  
Motion carried by voice vote as presented. 
 
President’s Report: Nothing to report. 
 

Public Comments: No comments. 
 
Approval of Previous Month’s Regular Meeting Minutes September 15, 2025: Trustee Houserman made a 
motion to approve the minutes, supported by Trustee C. Spearling.  Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 
Approval of Current Month’s Accounts Payable ($55,205.79) 
Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve $55,205.79, supported by Trustee Scutt. Motion carried by voice 
vote, as presented. 
 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report  
Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve the Revenue and Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet through 
September 30, 2025, supported by Trustee Randall. Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
 

DPW Report: DPW Supervisor reported they needed to make a cut on Isham for water main break that worked out 
well. More hot patching with Township. Mowing and removing brush. Meters almost completely installed. Finishing 
up with flushing hydrants. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Streets/Water/Sewer  

• Chairman C. Spearling reported that during walkthrough on Isham Street, it was noted that the raised 
height of the road could cause erosion problems, possibly washing out the street edge and clogging up the 
catch basins located close to the edge of the road. Also creates a risk to cars going off the road edge with 
a drop off to the basin below. 

• CL Trucking will raise nine (9) catch basins at a cost of $1,100 each, for a total of $9,900.00 to bring them 
close to the street level, or the yard level at least. Chairman C. Spearling made a motion to have the nine 
(9) catch basins raised by CL Trucking for a total of $9,900.00, supported by Trustee Houserman. Trustee 
Houserman noted that some Act 51 funds may be available to offset cost. Motion carried by voice vote, 
as presented. 

• CL Trucking will be in Lyons this week raising the sanitary manhole castings as part of the original Isham 
work. 

• Chairman C. Spearling said the Village office has been reviewing water and sewer utility contracts we have 
on file and found some missing for residents that either have lived in the village a long time or weren’t 
completed for some reason. They’re currently flagging accounts and asking all residents who don’t have a 
current contract on file to come in and fill one out. There are no changes to the contracts we’ve been 
using, but every resident will be required to have one on file. 
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Finance & Grants Committee 

• Chairperson Randall said we completed the Consumers Grant Project with Horrock’s planting the trees on 
October 1, 2025. She made the final submission to the Grant Program on October 13, 2025. Once the Grant 
Program is closed on November 7, 2025, we should get the reimbursement for the trees planted. 

 
Ordinance Committee 

• They had two letters sent out to property owners for ordinance violations and both residents appear to 
have satisfied the violation requirements. 
 

Personnel Committee: 

• Nothing to report. 
 

Parks & Recreation Committee 

• Chairman Russell responded to an email from Anna at LGROW who forwarded a packet to assist us with 
signage allowing the Village to participate in their non-motorized Water Trails program on the Grand River. 
She said there’s also grant funding available for the Kayak Launch. When informed about the barrier the 
Village has faced with the Kayak Launch, she said to let her know if she can be of any help. Chairman Russell 
was invited to participate in quarterly meetings for updates and information on the Grand River Water 
Trail, the first one being held November 3, 2025 from 2:00 – 3:00pm. 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 

• DDA President Mason said there was a meeting on Monday, September 22 at 6:30pm at Village office, and 
requested anyone with interest in joining the DDA to contact the Village office. JBM Lawncare of Ionia was 
paid for supplying garland for the Christmas season at a cost of $200.75 from DDA funds. Next DDA 
meeting is November 24, 2025 at 6:30pm at the Village office. 
 

Events Committee:  

• Chairperson Sherrie Mason reported they had a meeting last month to begin planning Christmas by the 
River. The date will be Friday, December 12, 2025 at the Fire Station this year. The Christmas Parade will 
begin at 6:00pm on December 12, with the route yet to be determined. 

 
Council Comments:  

• No Farmer’s Market this Thursday, so the season is ended. The Lyons-Muir Historical Society will be having 
a Christmas Bazaar on December 5, 2025 with crafts and baked goods at the Museum. 

• There is one (1) position that needs to be filled for the Library Board December 31st for another 4-year 
term. We should be getting a letter with vacancy information from the Township Library. 

 

Unfinished Business: None 
 
Correspondence:  

• Trustee Houserman shared the Historical Society Newsletter. It includes an article about Native Americans 
written by Mattie Cook-Hildebrandt. Superintendent Randall mentioned Trunk or Treat in Muir again this 
year that the Fire Department will participate in, with more participation expected than in past years. 

 

New Business:  

• Jon Houserman made a motion to approve the MML Liability & Property Pool Proposal in the amount of 
$14,982, supported by Trustee C. Spearling. Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 

 
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Russell, supported by Trustee Scutt at 6:22pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Laura Schoenmehl, Village Clerk 


