
APPROVED REGULAR MEETING MINUTES VILLAGE OF LYONS 

JUNE 16, 2025 212 Water Street 
 P.O.  Box 175 
 Lyons, MI  48851 
The meeting was called to order by President Joe Farrington at 6:00pm. 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

Roll Call: 
 Joe Farrington-P,   Jennifer Spearling-P,   Jon Houserman-P,   Erin Randall-P,  
 Bernard Russell-P,  Dan Scutt-P,  Chris Spearling-P 
 

Formation of the roll was taken, and a quorum declared:   
 

Staff Attending:  Lyndon Randall-P, Laura Schoenmehl-P, Jennifer Sims-P 
 

Approval of Agenda: President Pro Tem Spearling made a motion to approve the Agenda, supported by Trustee 
Russell.  Motion carried by voice vote as presented. 
 

President’s Report: President Farrington wished a happy Father’s Day to all fathers. 
 

Public Comments: Resident made comments about FOIA requests for minutes. Resident commented about where 
Public Meetings are held. Resident commented about accessibility of FOIA information and meeting minutes. 
 

Approval of Previous Month’s Regular Meeting Minutes May 19, 2025: Trustee Houserman made a motion to 
approve the previous month’s minutes, supported by Trustee C. Spearling. Motion carried by voice vote, as 
presented. 
 

Approval of Current Month’s Accounts Payable ($32,383.91) 
Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve $32,383.91, supported by Trustee Randall.  Motion carried by voice 
vote, as presented. 
 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report  
Trustee Houserman made a motion to approve the Revenue and Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet through 
May 31, 2025, supported by Trustee Russell. Motion carried by voice vote, as presented. 
➢ 2025 Village Summer Tax Millage Rate has been determined at 11.0129. It went down 3/10 of a percent. 
➢ Treasurer Sims reported on the success of moving funds to Michigan Class. Interest increased from $365.00 

to $865—more than doubling the return on the Village’s investment. 
 

DPW Report:  DPW Supervisor reported activities as usual, including mowing, meter installation, storm drains. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Streets/Water/Sewer 

• Chairman C. Spearling reported the Village is still waiting on Ionia County to get back to us to schedule 
road projects. 

• Approval was given to wash the water tower last year but it will be done this year. This year the State of 
Michigan is requiring the Village to change the mesh vent screen size at the top and change the discharge 
overfill plumbing on the outside as well. They will send a quote for the necessary changes. 

• Sewers: The lift station has been equipped with variable frequency drives that will help with the life of the 
pumps and sewer lines in the area. The flow comes in gentler, thus adding longevity to pipes. 

 

Finance & Grants Committee 

• Trustee Houserman mentioned the 2024-25 Audit that just took place with Gabridge accountants in the 
office one day. They are scheduled to complete the Audit prior to the deadline of August 31. 

• We received our MERS Retirement System Annual (12/31/24) Actuarial Valuation (AAV) Report. The Village 
Defined Benefits Plan contribution rate will go up, but we are in good condition to continue funding 
retirees. 

• We’re still working with attorneys on Lyons/Muir Lagoon system action. 
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Ordinance Committee 

• Chairman Scutt reported lawn mowing violation letters sent out. 
 

Personnel Committee – All going well with staff; nothing to report. 
 

Parks & Recreation Committee 

• Chairman Russell said Committee meeting planned for next week. 

• There are 5 Grilling Grates on the island that are burned through at the center. Instead of paying for custom 
grates, it would be more feasible to replace all the damaged grills at a cost of $115.00 each. 

• The horseshoe pits need to be cleaned prior to Island Fest. 

• The berm at the Kayak Launch has formed a small pool that allows people to launch kayaks safely, so for 
now, kayak launching can continue at the prior launching area. 

• Plans are being made to number the camp sites for easier rental and identification for campers. 

• The handicapped sign needs to be repainted. DPW will assist. 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA): Next meeting scheduled July 28 at the Village office.  
 

Events Committee.  Progress for Island Fest is going well. Chairperson Mason will give an update at the next 
meeting. 
 

Council Comments: Trustee Russell said DPW is doing a great job keeping lawns mowed during rapid growth. 
 

Unfinished Business Correspondence: None. 
 

New Business: VC3 has notified us we have two computers in the Village office that will need upgrades from 
Windows 10 to Windows 11 by October. For the upgrade of one computer and one laptop, we received a quote for 
$3,194.00, which includes custom upgrade and support. President Pro Tem Spearling made a motion to approve 
the upgrades for $3,194.00, supported by Trustee Houserman.  Motion carried by voice vote as presented. 
 
DPW Supervisor reported that the Fire Department responded to an altercation Friday night where they 
encountered 30 to 40 people with a roadblock, harassment and threats. In the future the Fire Department will call 
for Sheriff back-up before responding to certain areas of the Village. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Russell, supported by Trustee C. Spearling at 6:27pm. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Laura Schoenmehl, Village Clerk 


